
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

IO-Link 
 

 

License Model 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Version 1.10 
December 2018 

 
 
 

Order No: 10.302 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



IOL-License model  Vers ion 1.10 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
© Co pyright IO -Lin k Community 2016 - All Rights Re se rve d Pa g e 2 o f 6  
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Prepared, approved and released by the IO-Link Steering Committee  

Any comments, proposals, requests on this document are appreciated.  

Important notes:  

NOT E 1  

T h e  IO-Link Co mmu nity Rules (Supplemental Rule s of  Cooperationbetween IO-Link Members a nd the PN O )  sh a l l 
b e  co nsidered p rior to the d evelopment a nd marketi n g  o f  I O - L i n k p ro d u cts.  T h e  d o cu m e n t  c a n  b e  

d o wn loaded from the www.io-link.com portal. 

 

 

Dis c laimer: 

T h e  attention of a dopters i s directed to the p ossibil ity that compliance with o r a d o p t i o n  o f  IO -L i n k C o m mu n it y  
sp e ci fication s may require use  of an  invention covered by patent  righ ts.  Th e IO -Link Co mmuni ty  sh a l l n o t  b e  

re sp o n sible for identif ying patents for which a  license  may b e required  by a ny IO-Link Community  spe cification,  
o r fo r conducting legal inquiries i nto the legal validity or scope o f those p atents that  are brought  to it s attention.  

IO-L ink Co mmu nity sp ecifications a re prospective  and advisory only. P rospective u se r s a r e  r e sp o n si b l e  fo r  

p ro tecting th emse lves a gainst  l iabil ity for infringement o f patents.   

T h e  information contained in this document is su bject to change without n otice.  Th e m a te r i a l i n  t h i s d o cu m e n t  

d e tails a n IO -Link Co mmunity sp ecification in accordance with the license  and no tices se t  forth o n  th i s p a g e .  
T h is d ocument doe s not  represent  a commitmen t to i m p l e m e n t  a n y p o rt i o n  o f  t h i s sp e ci f i c a t i o n  i n  a n y  

co m pa ny's p roducts.   

WHIL E   T HE  INFORM AT ION  IN  T HIS   PUBL ICAT ION   IS   BEL IEVED  T O  BE  ACCURAT E,  T HE IO-

L INK  COMMUNITY  MAKES NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR  I M PL I ED ,   W IT H  R EGA RD  T O  
T HIS  MATERIAL INCLUDING, BUT  NOT LIMITED  TO  ANY  WARRANTY  OF   T IT L E   O R  O W N ER SH IP ,   

IM PLIED  WARRANTY  OF MERCHANTABILITY OR  WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR  PARTICUL AR PURPOSE 

OR USE.    

In   n o  e vent   sh all  the IO-Link Community b e liable  for  e rrors  co ntained  h erein  or  fo r   i n d i r e ct ,  i n ci d e n t a l,   

sp e ci al,  conse quential,  reliance   or  cover  d amages,   including  l oss  o f  profits,  revenue, d ata or use , incurred 
b y a n y u ser o r a ny third p arty.   Compliance  with  this  sp e cification  d oes  n ot  a bsolve  manufacturers  o f  IO -

L i n k e quipmen t,  f rom  th e  requirements  o f  sa fety  and re gulatory ag encies (TÜV, B IA,  UL, CSA, e tc.).  
 

 ® is  a registered t rademark. It  may be used only by the members  o f  t he IO -Li nk  
Community and non-members who had acquired the corresponding l icense. For more detailed 
information on its use, refer to the IO-Link Community Rules at www. io-l ink.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publisher: 
PROFIBUS Nutzerorganisation e.V. 
IO-Link Community  
Haid-und-Neu-Str. 7 
76131 Karlsruhe 
Germany 
Phone:+49 721 /  96 58 590 
Fax: +49 721 /  96 58 589 
E-mail:info@io-link.com 
Web s ite: www.io-link.com 
 
© No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from the publisher. 
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1  M anagement Summary – Scope of this Document 

This  document describes the l icense model for non IO-Link Members. 
 

2 Licensing for non-members 

Non-members also are al lowed to put IO-Link products on the m arke t  and use  t he  IO -L ink  
Trademark accordingly. A l icense is required in that cases. This l icense needs to be  appl ied  
for by  the vendor. The l icense model does not include active  pa rt ic i pa t ion  i n W Gs/PGs o r   
access to work results of the WGs/PGs. 

Obligations of the l icensee: 

 At  l icensee’s expense, the necessary tests for the manufactorer’s declaration (MD) are 
performed and passed at an accredited IO-Link Test Center. The associated costs are 
set tled directly between IO-Link Test Center and l icensee. 

 Future changes to the product properties (enhancemen ts t o  IO -Link  funct iona l ity )  
require a l icense update,  and a corresponding update of the  manufacturer's  
dec laration at an accredited Test Center. The l icensee must acquire t he  r ight  t o  use 
IO-Link-relevant patents on its own part. The patent l ist and t he pa tent  ho lders  a re  
l is ted in IEC 61131-9. 

Rights of the l icensee: 

 Use of a company-specific VendorID (applied for from IO-Link Support Center) 

 Access to current specifications via www.IO-Link.com 

 Use of the word marks/figurative marks (logos) for the l icensed product for 3 years.  

 After every 3 years (provided that no change has been made to the product 
properties), the l icense can be extended for another 3 years.  

Products will  be entered in the "Approved Component List" (document in progress). Th i s  i s  
done by the IO-Link Support Center upon submittal of the manufactu re r's  dec lara t ion  and 
upon entry of the l icense fee. 
 

3 M anufacturer Declaration (MD) & License Process 

 
1) Licensee/vendor  has been granted a Vendor ID by the IO-Link Support Center.  
2) Licensee/vendor  orders at an IO-Link Test Center (IOLTC) a test required for the MD. 

This  is  also required for brand labeled products. 
 

3) The IOLTC issues  
a. Test  report  
b. Confirmation (signed by IOLTC) that device has passed all tests for issuing a 

MD  
 

4) Licensee/vendor generates the MD 
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5) Licensee/vendor applies at  the IO-Link Support Center for a 3 years l icense by  
sending a fi l led application form, a s igned copy of the MD, and a copy of the IOLTC 
confirmation 

6) After payment the vendor/l icensee  has got the rights of the l icense and the product 
wil l  be l isted on the Approved Component List on the website . 

 
After 3 years the vendor has to order a renewed l icense by the support center in case that 
the product is s till  unchanged on the market. In case the the product has been changed 
the vendor has to consult the IOLTC for determing if a retest is necessary. Independent of 
the dec ision the vendor has to re-apply for a l icense.  

4  Lice nse Fees 

The l icense fees are related to a s ingle product or a product family. The  fo l lowing am oun ts  
are fixed 

- For IO-Link Master     3,000€   per 3 years (i f unchanged) 

- For IO-Link Device/Device Family   1,500€   per 3 years (i f unchanged) 

This  l icense fees wil l also be due in case of a necessary re -test. 

These l icense fees do not include the fees to be paid at  the Test Center for the test s e rvi ces 
and issuing of a test report.  
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